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Judge 
 

 

Â The Justice of the Peace is the Judge of the 

Justice Court and the Small Claims Court in 

the Precinct. 

Â The Justice must follow the Judicial Canon of 

Ethics.  

Â The Justice must comply with annual 

education requirements promulgated by the 

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. 



Criminal Jurisdiction 

Â The Justice has jurisdiction over misdemeanor cases 

punishable by fine only or punishable by a fine  and sanction 

which does not consist of confinement.  Examples include: 

  traffic offenses 

  conduct related offenses 

  alcohol related offenses 

  tobacco possession offenses 

  truancy related offenses 

  curfew violations 

  animal control ordinance violations 

  alarm ordinance violations 

  parks and wildlife offenses 

  issuance of bad check, shoplifting and theft offenses 



Civil Jurisdiction 

 
Â The Justice of the Peace is the Judge of the Justice 

Court and the Small Claims Court. 

Â The Justice Court has civil jurisdiction over civil 
cases in which the amount in controversy is 
$10,000 or less. 

  The controversy may involve property, money, or 
 both. 

  The Court has exclusive jurisdiction over eviction 
 suits. 

  The Justice may issue Writs of Execution, 
 Garnishment, Distress Warrants, and Writs of 
 ReEntry. 

  The Court has jurisdiction over deed restriction 
 cases. 

  The rules of evidence are followed. 

Â Small Claims Court has civil jurisdiction in which 
 the amount in controversy is $10,000 or less. 
  The Court has limited jurisdiction of cases involving 

 monetary amounts only. 

  The Court proceedings are informal and do not 
 follow the rules of evidence. 

  The Judge has the duty to develop the cases. 

  The sole objective is to dispense speedy justice 
 between the parties. 



Administrative 

Hearings Officer 

Â The Justice hears appeals of the Texas Department 
of Public Safety driver's license suspension and 
revocation determinations for: 
Â  habitual violators 

Â  violation of driver's license restrictions 

Â  uninsured motorists 

Â  and revocation of licenses for medical reasons. 

Â The Justice hears appeals of handgun license 
suspension, revocation and denial determinations 
made by the Sheriff. 

Â The Justice hears appeals of dangerous dog 
determinations made by the County Animal Control 
Agency. 

Â The Justice will hear appeals of determination of 
liability in red light camera cases made by the 
Hearing Officer. 

Â The Justice has original jurisdiction to hear cases 
involving vehicle tows. 

 



Coroner 

Â The Justice is on call for deaths in the Precinct. 

Â The Justice is called for all deaths when a doctor is not in 

 attendance or cannot certify the cause of death. 

Â Inquest calls are urgent. 

Â The Justice has an investigative role in determining if foul play was 

 involved in the death. 

Â  The approval of the Justice is necessary before the body or any 

 evidence is moved. 

Â The Justice determines cause and manner of death. 

Â Inquests may be formal court proceedings or informal 

 investigations. 

  



Magistrate 

Â The Justice gives rights warnings to arrested 

 persons.  

Â The Justice makes appropriate bond 

 determinations. 

Â The Justice determines if probable cause existed 

 for the arrest of persons detained by law 

 enforcement officers. 

Â The Justice may issue arrest and search warrants. 

Â The Justice may hold Peace Bond hearings. 

Â The Justice may issue Protective Orders in family 

 violence cases. 

Â The Justice may issue Emergency Apprehension 

and Detention warrants in mental illness cases. 

Â The Justice may decide the disposition of cruelly 

 treated animals. 

Â The Justice may perform marriage ceremonies. 



Administrator 

Â The Justice supervises the justice court clerks. 

Â The Justice must safeguard public funds. 

Â The Justice collects fines and fees owed to the County. 

Â The Justice must ensure that cases and petitions filed in 

 the Court are properly and promptly processed. 

Â The Justice serves as a Notary Public. 

Â The Justice must supervise the expenditures of the 

 office and must ensure that the expenditures are 

 within the annual budget. 

 


