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The Montgomery County 

Emergency Communication District 

(Montgomery County 911) has 

recently initiated a local Emergency 

Notification System (ENS) to 

provide telephone messages to 

citizens during emergency 

situations.  

Emergency Notification Systems, or 

ENS, are systems to provide mass 

notification to residents in the event 

of an emergencyðknown as 

CodeRED. 

CodeRED is a high-speed telephone 

notification system that can dial up 

to 60,000 phones an hour and 

deliver a recorded message. The 

alerting agencies can use a digital 

map online to define an area that 

requires a message, and CodeRED 

will automatically target all of the 

phone numbers in that defined area 

for the emergency message. When 

the emergency agency initiates the 

CodeRED h i ts   
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notification, the recorded message is 

blasted to all the phones in the 

defined area in a very brief period. 

The primary use of CodeRED is to 

notify village residents of an 

immediate emergency. CodeRED 

can also be used to alert a 

neighborhood to watch for a lost 

child, an impaired individual who 

has walked away, or dangerous 

individuals that may be in the area. 

 

CodeRED Notification 

* Listen Carefully 

* Follow Instructions 

* Don't hang up until you hear the 

whole message 

* DO NOT call 9-1-1 unless 

instructed 

            www.mc911.org 

 

 

Welcome to the New and Improved ñCommunicator 

Thanks for taking the time to check out the new and improved 

edition of THE COMMUNICATOR. We are striving to publish a 

quarterly edition with stories, news and fun stuff everyone can 

appreciate!  If you would like to contribute to THE  

COMMUNICATOR, please email  us at  

employee.committee@mctx.org  
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Your local library is proud to offer another wonderful 

Summer Reading Program for all ages. It is a program 

that encourages 

children, teens and 

adults to develop a 

life-long love of 

reading which will 

enrich their lives. 

The 2009 Summer 

Reading Program 

will run 8 weeks from June 6ñJuly 31, 2009 at all 

branches. Prizes are awarded as points are 

accumulated for reading books. At least 8000 readers 

across the age ranges are expected to participate. 

Whatõs Up at Your Local Library? 

Also on the menu are events for everyone. Sand 

Art, Houston Museum of Natural Science 

programs, Space 

Center Houston, story 

time and candle 

making are just a few 

of the programs to be 

enjoyed by everyone. 

 

Check the Library website at 

www.countylibrary.org for events throughout the 

year. 

 

The 2009 garage sale will be held Saturday, October 3 at 

the Montgomery County Fairgrounds Exhibit Building 

from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event will only be called off 

and postponed until Saturday, November 7, 2009, under 

extreme circumstances, such as a hurricane. 

The last few years have been incredibly successful and 

have sold out. We hope to do the 

same this year in record time.  

Each year we strive to make things 

bigger and better and this year will 

be no exception. We are trying to 

get K-STAR to have a mobile 

presence at the event as well as blast 

it over the airways.  

Proceeds from this years garage sale 

will go towards scholarships for Montgomery County 

employees and/or their dependents. The booth rental fees 

are the source of funds for this goal.  

Booths are available for county employees now through 

July 15, 2009 for a reduced price of $10 for each booth 

space, regardless of size. After this date, all remaining 

Community County -wide Garage Sale 
booths will be made available to the public. Booth prices will 

range from $15 to $25 for garage sale type booths and up to 

$50 for retail or commercial spaces. This price will be 

applicable for county employees as well as members of the 

public. 

We will provide security once again for this event for Friday 

night, for those that wish to set up 

early. Set up times will be Friday 

from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. and Saturday 

morning from 5 a.m. to 7 a.m. The 

event will open to shoppers at 7 a.m. 

We will also attempt to saturate the 

area with advertising for this event. 

We want this to be a successful event 

for everyone involved.  

If you would like to volunteer your time for this event or 

reserve a booth space, please do not hesitate to call Stacey at 

ext 3596 (936-538-3596) or email the Employee Committee at  

employee.committee@mctx.org. 

These spaces will fill up fastðreserve yours today!!! Thanks 

for all the support you have shown this event in years past. 
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The 2009 Chili Day will be held on the Courthouse steps Friday, October 23, 2009 

from 11 a.m. to 1:30. 

This year we will be hosting a Pumpkin Carving Contest in conjunction with Chili Day. 

There is no entry fee for this contest, although you must supply your own pumpkin. 

There will be several categories for judging and ribbons will be given for the top 

finishers. The grand prize winner will receive a $25 gift card. 

Last yearôs Chili Day was a big success, with the exception of running out of chili! This 

year we promise to be better organized and ready to handle the masses!!! 

We will offer a bowl of chili with all the fixinsô, a bag of chips, dessert and a drink for $5 again this year.  

We welcome any department that would like to submit a pot of chili and we challenge each of the 

Commissioners to participate this year.  

If you would like to volunteer your time with this event or if you have any questions, please do  not 

hesitate to call Stacey at ext 3596 (936-538-3596) or email us at employee.committee@mctx.org. 

 

2009 Chi l i  DayðNew and Improved! 

Summer Treats!  
Avocado and Grapefruit Salad  

4 pink grapefruit 

4 avocados 

1/2 cup lime juice 

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 

salt and pepper 

1/2 cup olive oil 

8 whole Boston lettuce leaves 

1 tablespoon chopped chives 

Cut grapefruit membranes from cleaned/

peeled grapefruit. Halve avocados length-

wise and remove pits. Cut lengthwise in 1/4 

inch thick slices. Sprinkle with  2  

tablespoons lime juice. Whisk 2  

tablespoons lime juice with mustard, salt, 

pepper and gradually whisk in oil. Place  

lettuce leaves flat on platter. Arrange  

avocado and grapefruit and drizzle dressing. 

Welcome!!!  

Steve Allen joined the IT Department in April of 

2009 as a Computer Analyst 3 and is currently  

assisting at the Sheriffôs Office. Steve comes to us 

from Gulf Trade Center where he worked for 10 

years. Steve resides in Huntsville. He is excited 

about working for Montgomery County. 

Linda Salazar 

Jerry Toomes 

Keith Chilek  

Dawn Becker 
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Lone Star Executive Airport is pleased to 

announce that the Federal Control Tower began 

Class D Airspace Positive Control on May 7, 

2009. The tower is part of the FAAôs Contract 

Tower Program and is one of over 235 control 

towers in the United States that are operated by 

private companies and maintained by airports. 

Under tower manager Don Endsley, the staff of 

Robinson Aviation Inc. (RVA), is on duty from 

7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., seven days a week. 

Airport frequencies are now ñLone Star Groundò 

at 120.45 and ñLone Star Towerò at 124.125, 

which is also the Common Traffic Advisory 

Frequency (CTAF) when the tower is closed.  

 A ceremony was held on Tuesday, May 26, 

Lone Star Execut ive Ai rpor t  Cont ro l  Tower  

2009, when County, State and Federal officials 

formally dedicated the tower with speeches by 

Montgomery County Judge Alan Sadler, 

Montgomery County Commissioner Mike Meador, 

U.S. Congressman Kevin Brady, TxDot Aviation 

Director David Fulton, and Chairman of the Board 

of the Woodlands Township, Nelda Blair. Officials 

estimate that over 130 people attended the event, 

and tours of the tower were offered to all. 

Montgomery County is very proud of its new 

facility and looks forward 

to the continuing positive 

impact the tower operation 

has on the efficiency and 

safety of the airport.  

Did you know... The Montgomery County area 

has long been the site of human habitation. 

Numerous artifacts from the Paleo-Indian 

(10,000-6,000 B.C.) and Archaic (6,000-200 

B.C.) cultures have been found in the area, 

suggesting that it has been continuously 

occupied for more than 10,000 years. 

 

Did you know... The earliest European explorer 

to Montgomery County was the Frenchman 

Rene Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, who 

passed through the area in 1687. 

Did you know... The first Montgomery County 

Commissioners Court was held March 1, 1838. 

Did you know... The Montgomery County 

Sheriffôs Office is the 

seventh largest Sheriffôs 

Office in the state of Texas. 

Did you know... Montgomery was the first 

county seat of Montgomery County and was 

the third county formed under the Republic of 

Texas. It is also recognized as the birthplace 

of the Texas Lone Star Flag. 

Did you know... Judge Olen Underwood 

played football for the New York Giants in 

1965, the Houston Oilers from 1966 to 1970 

and the Denver Broncos in 1971. 

Did you know... In the mid-1920ôs the Dr  

Pepper Company opened a soft drink plant in 

Conroe. 

Did you know... The Montgomery County  

Airport, three miles northeast of Conroe on 

Farm Road 1484, was constructed during  

the war as a military facility but since  

1945 has served as a local  

airfield. 
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              SUDOKU  

 
 

 

THANK YOU!  
 

Thank you to Jose Beltran and his crew, along with Don LaFitte and the 

supporting staff of Building Maintenance for making the landscape around 

the County Courthouse and Commissioners Court  

Building a beautiful environment. 

 

The revitalization to the grounds has made this part of the downtown sec-

tion a pleasure to see and be around.   I especially enjoy the waterfall.  We 

have had many visitors as well as residents in our county give  

compliments on how pretty it is around here.   Thank you also to  

Commissioners Court for giving the  
approval to help make this happen. 

 

Sylvia Olszowy ï County Judgeôs Office  
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DAYS TILLé 

There are ñ 

136 days till Halloween  

169 days till Thanksgiving  

192 days till Christmas  

Tangerine  

Sparklers  
In a large, chilled pitcher filled with ice cubes,  

combine 2 cups orange  

tangerine juice and 3 cups seltzer or ginger ale. 

Pour juice mixture over chilled glasses filled 

with crushed ice. Garnish sparklers with  

tangerine  

segments or slices of tangerine or orange. 
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If you would like to have something 

placed in THE COMMUNICATOR 

please submit to  

employee.committee@mctx.org  
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This year the Employee Committee tried something newðlong stem roses for mom on Motherôs 

Dayébut of course we didn't limit it to just moms, we included 

co-workers, secret pals, friends, you name it.  

The fund raiser was a huge success. Long stem roses were pre-

ordered and delivered the Thursday and Friday before 

Motherôs Day in and around the county. Everything went very 

smooth and we were able to raise a lot of money from this event.  

We look forward to trying this event next year and we hope to 

grow with it and include more and more.  

For more information about the long stem rose fund raiser or any 

event hosted by the Employee Committee, please email us at 

employee.committee@mctx.org 

Roses for Mom on Motherõs Day 

Old Fashioned Pumpkin Pie 

1 frozen pie crust 

3/4 cup sugar 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger 

1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 

2 eggs, beaten 

1 (15 ounce) can 100% solid-packed pumpkin 

1 (12 fluid ounce) can evaporated milk 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees.  

In a large bowl, combine sugar, salt, cinnamon,  

ginger, and cloves; blend in beaten eggs at low speed 

of your mixer. Add pumpkin and evaporated milk; 

blend at  high speed of your mixer until smooth. 

Pour pumpkin mixture into pie crust. 

     NOTE: To prevent spills, place pie pan on rack or 

on open oven door when filling with pumpkin  

mixture. 

 

Bake approximately 15 minutes; reduce oven  

temperature to 350 degrees. Bake approximately 45 

minutes longer or until knife inserted in center comes 

out clean and the filling is set but the center still  

jiggles slightly when the pie dish is gently shaken. 

Remove from oven and let cool on a wire rack before 

cutting and serving. 

Pumpkins must be checked in by  

10 a.m. on the steps of the Courthouse 

on  October 23, 2009.  

There is no entry fee, but you must 

supply your own pumpkin. 

Prizes will be awarded!!! 
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MOCO, COC, CISD BBQ Scholarship Association  
This past year marked the 17 th  annual barbecue cook-off.  The Montgomery County, City of Conroe & CISD 

Employee Scholarship Associationõs  goal is to reach out to as many as possible and give a helping hand to 

those who would be going to college for the first time or for those wishing to continue their education.  

 

This year the Scholarship Association awarded one scholarship, The Malcom Purvis Scholarship, in the 

amount of $2,500.00 and 16 scholarships, each in the amount of $1,100.00  to qualified Montgomery 

County, CISD and City of Conroe applicants.  Out of 17 scholarships that were awarded, 11 were given to 

Montgomery County applicants, one being the Malcolm Purvis Scholarship.  Those recipients are as follows:  

Cody Willis, recipient of the Malcom Purvis Scholarship; Lindsey Vaught, Lindley Mock, Megan Charles, 

Robert James, Nicole Walker, Alexis Burnaman, Alice Lothman, Lauren Vaught, Kelsi Leach, Kimberly  

Wilson and William Cokrey.  

The Cook-off Association was first developed by a select group of employees that worked for  

Montgomery County, in hopes of successfully building an organization to help their own. Not long after, 

The City of Conroe was asked to join in and formed what was now known as the Montgomery County  

Employee Scholarship Association (MCMESA).  In 2008, Conroe Independent School District employees 

were given a chance to join our association on a trial basis.  With much success, this year they were voted 

in to become a permanent part of the scholarship committee which is known as MOCO, C.O.C., CISD BBQ 

Scholarship Association. Since its creation, this group has awarded over $140,000 in scholarships to  

employees, and/or their dependents, of Montgomery County, The City of Conroe and CISD.  

There are a total of 15 committee members, 5 Montgomery County employees or retired employees, 5 City 

of Conroe employees or retired employees and 5 CISD employees or retired employees.  The MOCO, 

C.O.C, CISD Association committee members have been successful at organizing each yearõs cook-off to 

raise funds for the scholarships that they award.   

Team entry fees and gate entrance fees are not the only monies collected.  Each cook -off team that  

participates is required to bring a cake that is used to hold a cake auction.  

This year, the Cook -off raised a little over $30,000, a record for the event. This could not have been 

achieved with out the many supporters throughout Montgomery County. At this time, we would like to 

thank everyone who helped in one way or another ñelected officials, vendors, cook off teams and the  

public. Thanks to our huge supporters, the cake auction is our biggest fund raiser of the entire event.  A 

special thanks to the following for their continued support:  

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Pct. #1, Mike Meador  Commissioner Pct. #2, Craig Doyal  

Commissioner Pct #3, Ed Chance  Commissioner Pct. #4, Ed Rinehart  

Lone Star Convention & Expo Center  Montgomery County  

Employee Committee 

Sheriff Tommy Gage  County Judge Alan Sadler  

KSTAR Radio  
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Happy Retirement 
 

After 26 years with Montgomery County  

MEREDITH DUNAWAY  

Court Coordinator for the  

2nd 9th  District Court And the 410th District 

Court  

Is RETIRING!  

 

 

PATSY DAVILA  

Assistant Chief Deputy  

Montgomery County Tax Office  

  

Will be retiring after 24 years of service  

  

We wish her the best!  

 

 

 

After 15 years with Montgomery County  

 

JOANNE HARRIS  

Will be retiring as the PIT BULL of the  

County Attorneyõs office 

 

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

GARAGE SALE 

Saturday, October 3  

Fairgrounds, 7 a.m. ñ3 p.m.  

 

CHILI DAY  

Friday, October 23  

Conroe Courthouse Steps  

11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  

 

PUMPKIN CARVING  

CONTEST  

Friday, October 23.  10 a.m.  

Conroe Courthouse Steps  

 

BAKE SALE  

Tuesday, November 24  

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Commissioners Court Building  

Lobby 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON  

Tuesday, December 15  

Convention Center  

11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
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Happy Birthday! 
J.R. Moore, Jr. and the Tax Office 
Staff would like to wish a Happy 

Birthday to the following employees   

 

June: 

2 - Giovanna Sisco 

4 - Larry Petro 

24 - Lindsay Camp 

30 - Susan Whiddon 

 

July:  

2 - Kaye McDonald 

4 - Eva Pena 

14 - Nancy Animas 

15 - John Rivas 

18 - Sondra Richards 

20 - Dana Cook 

22 - Brandie Stallings 

23 - Stephanie Burton 

24 - Diana Garza 

25 - Judy Jones 

28 - Flo Kowalski 

  

August: 

5 - Tori McCreash 

8 - Floy Luscomb 

11 - Faith Solomon 

25 - Linda Hayden 

31 - Angela LeMaire 

If you would like to see your  

office Birthdays, Birth  

Announcements,  

Accomplishments, Retirements, 

etc in The Communicator  

Please email us at  

employee.committee@mctx.org  

We welcome most announcements 

and stories to be submitted.  
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County Employees Volunteer òJust for Kicksó 
In addition to our 40 hour a week (or more) capacity as public servants, many County Employees volunteer for a 

wide variety of worthwhile causes in their personal lives.  While some dedicate their time and faith for their lo-

cal churches, others choose to promote beneficial causes related to personal health and well being.  Still others 

look to spend time with their children by devoting hours of their personal time for various local youth sports or-

ganizations. 

 Such is the story of Don Gay (Sheriffôs Department), James Robey (County Auditor), and Mona Smidt 

(Central Library) ï all of which serve the community in an official capacity with Conroe Youth Soccer League/

Texas Rage Futbol Club.   This dedicated group promotes their love of the sport of soccer with local area  

children in a fun and organi- zed atmosphere.  CYSL handles recreational soccer programs 

for kids aged 4-15, while Texas Rage FC is the competitive league for boys & girls aged 

10-18. 

 Don, President of CYSL, also holds his referee license, and finds the most joy in 

refereeing the youngest teams as they swarm around the soccer ball during games.  

When heôs not busy cheering his 12 year old daughter on while she plays with her team, he 

additionally spends countless hours during the season selling hot dogs, nachos, and cold drinks 

in the concession stand at CYSLôs home fields - Carl Barton Jr. Park Soccer Complex on South Loop 336 in 

Conroe. 

 James is the Director of Recreational Soccer, and oversees most aspects of the entire volunteer staffed 

recreational program.  Last spring season, that included 17 youth teams.  In addition to training duties as a coach 

for one of those teams, he also enjoys his role as webmaster, and furthermore spends his fair share of time  

working the concession stand.  As a former youth player, he consistently demonstrates proper technique as part 

of his methodology as a licensed coach.  His 11 year old daughter also shares in his one true passion in life  

having enjoyed the sport since she was 5éalways at his side. 

 Mona is CYSLôs Secretary.  Her enthusiasm on the field as a volunteer coach for her youngest son is 

unmatched!  She carries that same demeanor with her in all aspects wherever and whenever needed for the  

benefit of CYSL.  Her positive attitude always makes all those around her smile.  Always helpful óreelingô in 

potential players during live registration activities at local businesses, she is not one to shy away from greeting a 

new face.  Her two oldest sons are very successful players with Texas Rage FC.  Mona also takes rotations 

working concessions.  She is simply a joy to be around, and appreciated for her efforts. 

 Volunteering in this fashion is truly a rewarding experience.  Knowing that your time and efforts are 

recognized and understanding how it all fits into the bigger picture is a warm gratifying feeling.  Nothing can 

compare to the smile on a childôs face as they run up to give you a spontaneous hug while meandering through 

the local Wal-Mart!  This must be the same feeling that local school teachers get out of their occupations - all 

warm and fuzzy!  Volunteering ójust for kicksô is truly a rewarding experience!!! 

 For more information regarding CYSL ï the premier youth soccer league in Conroe, please visit the 

website www.conroeyouthsoccer.org.  Consider registering your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, etcé 

to join our growing league.  We welcome players from as far as Huntsville, Willis,  

Montgomery, New Caney, Porter, Cleveland, The Wood- lands and of course here in Conroe!  

Our prices compared to other area soccer specific leagues are the most affordable around for 

our professionally trained competitive programs.  Our recreational league is also a rea-

sonably priced alternative to some of the other organiza- tions offering such programs and 

generally offers players and their parents a little more of a competitive atmosphere (but it is 

still primarily about having fun).  Adult volunteers are always welcome, and mandatory 

training of our volunteers is strongly encouraged with those costs fully reimbursed by CYSL.  CYSL/Texas 

Rage FC also accepts tax-deductible donations as a non-profit IRS 501 (c) (3) status.  Donations are used to help 

defray the cost of additional equipment, field maintenance, referees, and provide much needed financial  

assistance so that children of all socioeconomic backgrounds in our community have the opportunity to play  

soccer.  Early registration for fall 2009 soccer has already started, and discounts are available for early  

registrations.  Similar discounts can be extended for any County Employee registering new players. 

 Please contact James Robey at drs@conroeyouthsoccer.org for discount information or with any other 

questions. 

http://www.conroeyouthsoccer.org/
mailto:drs@conroeyouthsoccer.org
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Veteranôs Day Memorial 

 

If you visited the Annex at 210 West Davis around Veteranôs Day 2007, you may have seen a 

memorial to family and friends of Montgomery County employees that had served or were serving 

in the Armed Services. 

 

What started as a tribute to the County Clerk family soon grew. Others in the county were calling 

and asking to place pictures up in the windows of the offices in that building. We had photos from 

World War I to those presently serving. One of the county employees had eight family members to 

represent. Among the many photos that were displayed were pictures of local attorneys, law 

enforcement officers and even Henry, the United States Postal Carrier that delivers to the 

downtown area. Eventually, we received over 50 photos. We also included a special display for 

those that had given their lives for this country. 

 

We would like to ask all County employees to help make this years tribute bigger than 2007. 

Sharon Wilson of the County Clerkôs office will be collecting photos again this year. Some of the 

photos that were turned in, in 2007, were originals. Please let Sharon know if it is okay to put those 

photos up again this year. 

 

If you would like to have your photo of your friends or loved ones included in this tribute, please 

send a copy of their photo with the name of the veteran, branch of service, years of service and the 

name of the person sending the photo. Please start sending these pictures as soon as you can so that 

we can begin getting the display ready. About two weeks prior to Veteranôs Day, come by and 

watch our memorial grow. 

 

Please send photos to Sharon Wilson at the County Clerks office. If you have any questions, please 

call at 936-539-7888. 

 

Pass the word along to all county employees. Letôs show our support to all those serving our 

country. 

 


